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ACTS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

I. Under date of Feb. 21, 1923, the Secretary transmitted 
to the members of the Council a letter from Dr. S. L. Capen, 
dated Jan. 22, 1923, enclosing a proposed memorandum 
to the General Education Board, asking for an investigation 
of the teaching of English in secondary schools. Dr. Capen 
expressed the hope that the Executive Council of the Modern 
Language Association would be willing to endorse the pro- 
posal made to the General Education Board. The Council 
voted to approve the proposed action. 

II. Under date of Feb. 21, 1923, the Secretary called 
attention to the following resolution adopted by the Asso- 
ciation at its meeting in Philadelphia: 

That the Executive Council be requested to consider a proposal to 
arrange the program of the next meeting of the Association so that one 
session shall be devoted entirely to the presentation of two or three papers 
of general interest by scholars of distinction, chosen either from within or 
without the Association, and to appoint a Committee of Three of which the 
Secretary of the Association shall be a member, to invite such persons of 
distinguished scholarly position as it may choose to prepare papers for this 
part of next year's program. 

The Council approved this proposal, and elected Professors 
E. C. Armstrong and J. L. Lowes to act with the Secretary 
as such Committee. 

III. Under date of Feb. 23, 1923, the Secretary called the 
attention of the Council to the resolutions adopted at the 
meeting of the Association in Poughkeepsie, December, 
1920, and at the meeting of the Central Division in Chicago 
(see the Proceedings for 1920, pp. iv and xxxvii) favoring 
an increase in the rate for Life Membership. In order to 
give effect to these resolutions, the Secretary proposed that 
Article III, Section 4, of the Constitution be amended to 
read: 

Any member, or any person eligible to membership, may become a Life 
Member by a single payment of fifty dollars or by the payment of seventeen 
dollars and fifty cents for three successive years. Persons who for fifteen 
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years or more have been active members in good and regular standing, 
may become Life Members upon the single payment of thirty-two dollars 
and fifty cents. 

The Secretary further proposed to regularize the present 
practice of the Association by amending Article III, Section 
1, by substituting the words "four dollars" for "three 
dollars." Both these amendments were approved by the 
Council. [The amendment relating to Life Members was 
afterwards modified in accordance with the Secretary's 
proposal under date of April 17.] 

IV. Under date of Feb. 26, 1923, the Secretary urged upon 
the Council the importance of taking initial steps toward 
securing an adequate endowment for the Association, and 
asked the Council to authorize the creation of a special 
Committee to consider ways and means of securing such 
endowment. The Council approved this proposal, and chose 
the following persons to act as a Committee on Endowment: 
Professors J. M. Manly, R. H. Fife, Christian Gauss, A. H. 
Thorndike, William G. Howard, E. H. Wilkins, H. C. 
Lancaster, Hardin Craig, and Mr. Charles L. Chandler. 

V. Under date of April 16, 1923, the Secretary called 
attention to the special difficulties presented by the calendar 
in determining the dates for this year's annual meeting, and 
asked the members of the Council to choose between Dec. 
27-29 and Dec. 31-Jan. 2. The Council, with only one 
dissenting vote, favored the earlier dates. 

VI. Under date of April 17, 1923, the Secretary called 
the attention of the Council to the fact that the Constitution, 
while reducing the Life Membership Fee for members of 
fifteen years' standing, made no provision for any further 
reduction to persons who had maintained their membership 
for a longer period. He cited an instance, which had recently 
come to his attention, of a member who had paid annual 
dues for forty years, but, as he was still in active service, 
was not entitled to emeritus membership under the pro- 
vision of Article III, Section 3, and could not secure Life 
Membership without paying twenty-five dollars. Accord- 
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ingly, the Secretary proposed the following amendments to 
the Constitution in order to provide a more equitable scale 
of payments: 

1. To amend Article III, Section 3, by substituting 
"twenty-five" for "twenty." 

2. To amend Article III, Section 4, concluding sentence, 
to read as follows: 

Persons who have been members in good and regular standing for fifteen 
years may become Life Members on the payment of thirty-two dollars 
and fifty cents; members of twenty years standing may become Life Mem- 
bers on the payment of twenty-five dollars; members of twenty-five years' 
standing may become Life Members on the payment of fifteen dollars. 

These amendments were unanimously approved by the 
Council. [For the second Amendment a substitute was 
later adopted in accordance with the Secretary's circular 
letter under date of May 17.] 

VII. Under date of April 17, 1923, The Secretary stated 
it as his opinion that the increasing administrative burden 
placed upon the Secretary-Treasurer's office, in consequence 
of the growth of the Association and the expansion of its 
activities, made it advisable, if not actually necessary, to 
return to the practice followed down to Jan. 1, 1916, of 
electing a Secretary and a Treasurer, instead of combining 
these offices. Accordingly, he proposed the following 
Amendment to the Constitution; with a view to separating 
the offices of Secretary and Treasurer: 

1. To amend Article IV, Section 1, by changing the words 
"a Secretary-Treasurer" to "a Secretary, a Treasurer"; 
also by changing the statement as to the composition of the 
Editorial Committee by substituting the word "two" for 
"three" in the phrase "and three other members." [The 
purpose of this alteration is to keep the total membership of 
the Executive Council seventeen, as at present.] 

2. To amend Article V, Section 2, to read as follows: 

The President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer shall perform 
the usual duties of such officers. The Secretary shall also have general 
responsibility for preparing the program of the annual meeting, and shall 
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edit the Publications of the Association. The Treasurer shall also have 
charge of business arrangements relating to the Publications of the Associa- 
tion. 

Both these amendments were approved. 

VIII. Under date of April 26, 1923, the Secretary called 
attention to the resolution in regard to increased compensa- 
tion for the Secretary of the Central Division, which was 
re-adopted at the meeting of the Central Division, December, 
1922, with an amendment making the increase "retro-active 
and to include back payment for 1921." (See March 
Publications, p. lviii.) The Secretary briefly reviewed the 
circumstances which led the Executive Council in 1921 to 
vote to increase the compensation of the Secretary of the 
Central Division, beginning with January, 1922, and asked 
the members of the Council to decide whether this increase 
should be made "retro-active and to include back payment 
for 1921." The Council voted against making this increase 
retro-active. 

IX. Under date of May 14, 1923, the Secretary trans- 
mitted to the Council preliminary estimates submitted by 
the George Banta Publishing Company for printing the new 
Monograph Series. He also placed before the Council a 
proposal from D. C. Heath and Company to act as Sales 
Agents for the Monograph Series for the United States and 
Canada, and also a proposal from the Oxford University 
Press to act as Sales Agents for the Monograph Series for 
Great Britain and its colonies, with the exception of Canada, 
and also for the continent of Europe. He recommended 
that the Council authorize the Secretary to conclude a 
contract with the Banta Company for printing the Mono- 
graphs, and also to accept the proposals of D. C. Heath and 
Company and of the Oxford University Press. 

X. Under date of May 17, 1923, the Secretary submitted 
a suggestion recently received from Professor Schilling 
offering a simpler and preferable statement of terms for 
Life Memberships, and recommended that this be substituted 
for the proposal placed before the Council on April 17. 
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The following is the text of the Amendment as suggested by 
Professor Schilling. 

To amend Article III, Section 4, so as to read: 

Any member, or any person eligible to membership, may become a 
Life Member by a single payment of fifty dollars or by the payment of 
seventeen dollars and fifty cents for three successive years. With each 
completed decade of membership in good and regular standing, the fee for 
Life Membership shall be diminished by one-fourth. Persons who have 
paid forty annual membership fees shall automatically become Life Members 
without further payment. 

It was unanimously voted to substitute this amendment 
for the one previously approved. 

XI. Under date of October 6, 1923, the Secretary called 
the attention of the Council to the resolution adopted by the 
Central Division at Chicago, December 1922 (see the 
Proceedings for 1922, p. lviii.) in which it was 

Resolved, That it is the sentiment of the Central Division that henceforth 
the Modern Language Association ought to be organized as two or more 
co-ordinate and autonomous Divisions, each with its own program and 
territory, and each electing its own President, Secretary and other officers 
for the conduct of its affairs; and that officers whose duties concern the 
Association as a whole should be elected only at Union Meetings. 

In order to relieve the dissatisfaction expressed in this 
resolution, and to secure complete equality in the share 
enjoyed by Eastern and Western members in directing the 
policies of the Association, the Secretary proposed the 
following amendments to the Constitution: 

1. To amend Article II, Section 2, by substituting for the second sentence 
'"These annual meetings shall be held alternately East and West of the 
boundary line between Pennsylvania and Ohio." 

2. To amend Article IV, Section 4, so that it will read as follows: "The 
other officers shall be elected by the Association for the term of three years. 
Vacancies occurring between annual meetings shall be filled by the Executive 
Council." 

3. To amend Article VII, Section 1, by striking out the words, "but no 
Division Meeting shall be held during the year in which the Association 
holds a Union Meeting." 

4. To amend Article VIII so that it will read: "Amendments to 



CXU MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 

this Constitution must first be approved by two-thirds of the members 
of the Executive Council, and afterwards be ratified by a two-thirds vote 
at two successive annual meetings of the Association." 

The effect of these amendments would be in brief: 

(1) To emphasize the national character of the Modern 
Language Association by stipulating that its General 
Meetings shall be held alternately in the East and in the 
West. 

(2) To change the length of the Executive Officers' terms 
from four years to three years, so that these officers would 
be elected alternately at Eastern and Western meetings. 

(3) By providing for the ratification of Amendments to 
the Constitution at two successive meetings, to make it 
necessary for any proposed Amendments to receive the 
endorsement of both an Eastern and a Western meeting. 

The amendments proposed by the Secretary were approved 
by the Council. 

XII. Under date of October 6, 1923, the Secretary in- 
formed the Council that he had received from a Committee 
consisting of Robert Bridges, W. A. Craigie, A. S. Ferguson, 
C. T. Onions, Reginald L. Poole, Kenneth Sisam, and 
W. H. Stevenson, a preliminary statement of a project to 
issue a memorial volume in honor of the late Henry Bradley; 
and that this Committee invited the Association to appoint 
a representative to act on the Consultative Committee in 
charge of the preparation of this volume. The Secretary 
asked the Council to authorize the appointment of some 
person to represent the Association on this Committee, 
and suggested the name of Professor James Wilson Bright 
as a suitable person for this service. The Council voted to 
accept the invitation of this Committee, and approved the 
selection of Professor Bright for this service. 

XIII. Under date of October 11, 1923, the Secretary 
called the attention of the Council to the fact that through 
the death of Dr. Henry Bradley the number of Honorary 
Members was reduced to thirty-eight. For the two vacancies 
he presented the names of Professor Vittorio Rossi, (sug- 
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gested by Professors Kenneth Mackenzie, E. H. Wilkins, and 
Rudolph Altrocchi), Professor Hjalmar Falk (suggested by 
Professor Robert H. Fife), and Mr. W. W. Greg. As a 
result of the Council's ballot, Professor Vittorio Rossi and 
Mr. W. W. Greg were nominated to the Association to fill 
the vacancies existing in the list of Honorary Members. 

XIV. Under date of October 20, 1923, the Secretary 
reported to the Council certain unofficial overtures from 
persons interested in the work of the Folk-Lore Society 
looking toward the establishment of some form of co- 
operation with the Modern Language Association. It was 
pointed out that the organization of a research group in 
Popular Literature in the Modern Language Association 
will naturally result in a series of studies closely related to the 
field of the Folk-Lore Society, and the suggestion was made 
that the American Journal of Folk-lore would offer a useful 
medium for the publication of such papers. 

The Secretary suggested as a practicable means of pro- 
moting such co-operation, the offering of a joint membership 
rate of $6.00 in the Modern Language Association and the 
Folk-Lore Society, this sum to be divided equally between 
the two organizations. The Secretary pointed out the 
fact that the Constitution of the Modern Language Asso- 
ciation, Article III, Section 2, seemed to grant authority 
to the Executive Council to grant such joint membership 
rate for those who wished to take advantage of it. He also 
reported that this plan met with the approval of Professor 
Franz Boas, Secretary of the Folk-Lore Society, who was 
submitting it to the Executive Committee of his organization 
for their consideration. 

The Council voted to approve the proposal. 

Carleton Brown, Secretary. 



